Stereo- and regioselective synthesis of squalene tetraepoxide.
Squalene tetraepoxide, a putative biosynthetic precursor to a variety of oxacyclic triterpenoid natural products, has been efficiently synthesized by anionic coupling of two farnesol-derived diepoxides, which have arisen from electronic control of the regioselectivity in organocatalytic enantioselective epoxidations.